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I write to thank you for your leadership in creating within the Phoenix VA Health Care System a
community outreach pilot program established under the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American
Veterans Act. I am hopetful that this initiative will address the spectrum of mental health disorders

affecting veterans.

Ensuring that this pilot program performs as intended requires that you effectively leverage local
veterans® organizations and support within the community. As you further develop this program, I ask
that you take into particular consideration veterans living in rural and outlying areas who have limited

access to resources and services.

Also, I understand TriWest is similarly developing a mental health program inspired by the Clay
Hunt Act. To achieve maximum efficiency and ensure cost-effective resources, both efforts should work

in conjunction to eliminate duplicative services and identify any gaps in access.

As you go forward with this pilot program, I invite you to contact me for any assistance should
the program confront any impediments, especially one that may be amenable to a legislative remedy. I
look forward to working with you on your initiative.

Sincerely,

ne

John McCain
United States Senator
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