Anited Dtates Denate
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

July 10, 2009

The Honorable Michael B. Donley
Secretary of the Air Force
Department of the Air Force
Pentagon, 1670 Air Force
Washington, D.C. 20330

The Honorable Raymond E. Mabus
Secretary of the Navy

Department of the Navy

1300 Navy Pentagon

Washington, DC 20350

Dear Secretary Donley and Secretary Mabus:

[ am aware that the Air Force released a Draft Environmental Impact Statement in late
June for upgrades and enhanced training and auxiliary airfield operations and improved range
management functions at the Barry M. Goldwater Range (BMGR) East and the Gila Bend Air
Force Auxiliary Field in southwestern Arizona. I am also aware that the Marine Corps has
begun planning a similar environmental review of BMGR West, including an Outlying Landing
Field (OLF) on the range, and associated impacts on Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma, as part of
consideration of the alternatives for basing the F-35 Lightening II that will replace Marine Corps
AV-8 Harriers. The Marine Corps goal is to have this environmental review and a Record of
Decision completed by late 2010 in order to support the planned initial operational capability
date for the Marine Corps F-35 squadrons.

It is also foreseeable that Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Luke Air Force Base, BMGR,
and the Gila Bend auxiliary field near BMGR East will be involved in environmental studies to
weigh the alternatives for basing training and operational squadrons of the F-35 that will replace
the A-10 squadrons now at Davis-Monthan and the enormous F-16 training capacity that is
currently resident at Luke.

As aresult, it is possible that four different environmental studies will be on-going nearly
simultancously to review impacts on BMGR East and West, and auxiliary fields on or near
BMGR, as well as legacy aircraft and anticipated future F-35 operations at Yuma, Luke, and
Davis-Monthan involving the Air Force and Marine Corps.



It is crucially important that the Department of the Air Force and the Department of the
Navy collaborate not only on the assessment of these environmental impacts, but to thoughtfully
consider how the range management of BMGR East and West can best be integrated to support
not only the legacy aircraft currently operated by the Air Force and Marine Corps, but also to
anticipate and prepare for the introduction of the F-35 which will have significantly increased
capabilities and which may employ air-to-ground weapons at greater ranges and require larger
amounts of airspace.

Therefore, I respectfully ask that you review how these environmental assessments can
be coordinated or combined, particularly those involving BMGR East and Gila Bend Auxiliary
Field with BMGR West and its OLF. Such a comprehensive assessment will provide the
communities around BMGR and the numerous federal and state agencies collaborating on the
environmental assessment a better understanding of the full range of military requirements
impacting the range. In addition, I request you review whether the improvement of air-to-ground
target arrays on BMGR through use of laser sensors, urban targets, and moving vehicle targets,
as well as changes to airspace and flight training approaches can be coordinated to support both
Air Force and Marine Corps needs. 1 also ask that you assess whether continuing to divide
BMGR into an East section managed by the Air Force and a West section managed by the
Marine Corps continues to make sense, or whether the increased need for airspace and range
capacity required by both services for the training and operations of legacy and next-generation
aircraft systems can better be satisfied by unifying or consolidating BMGR scheduling and
management to increase range capacity for both the Air Force and the Marine Corps.

Please provide a response to this letter by Friday, July 24, 2009. If your staff has any
questions, please have them contact David Morriss or Lucian Niemeyer on my staff at (202) 224-
8624/8636.

Sincgrely,

el
John McCain
Ranking Member



