Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 17, 2010

General James L. Jones
National Security Advisor

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear General Jones:

As you know, section 1251 of the National Defense Authorization Act of FY10 (P.L.
111-84) expresses the sense of the Congress that “the follow-on to the START Treaty not
include any limitations on the ballistic missile defense systems” of the United States. We are
concerned that at this late stage of negotiations the Russians continue to hold out for such
limitations.

It would be very troubling, for example, if the treaty included a provision that would
allow Russia to withdraw from the treaty if it felt threatened by U.S. missile defense capabilities,
for example, if it felt that “strategic stability” was upset by a deployment by the United States.
Even as a unilateral declaration, a provision like this would put pressure on the United States to
limit its systems or their deployment because of Russian threats of withdrawal from the treaty.

We ask for your assurance that the Administration will not agree to any such provisions,
even a unilateral Russian declaration, in the treaty text or otherwise that could limit U.S. missile
defenses in any way. This obviously includes any side agreements or understandings with the
Russian Federation as to U.S. missile defenses.

We favor missile defense cooperation with the Russians and are mindful that they have
not previously taken seriously reasonable offers of cooperation. We pledge to work with you to
ensure that sufficient funding and attention is given to the development and deployment of all
four phases of the Phased Adaptive Approach to missile defense in Europe, most especially
development of the SM-3 Block II-B interceptor, which will provide additional defense to the
United States homeland.

We hope you will agree that we cannot permit Russia to use arms control to limit U.S.
missile defense capabilities, which, according to the Administration’s Ballistic Missile Defense
Review, remain essential for the defense of the United States homeland and defense against
regional missile threats to U.S. forces, allies and partners. We look forward to your prompt and
detailed response.

Sincerely,




